Keith’s Korner

I came across an old email in my files the other day that was from five years ago, and it still speaks true today as it did back then. The email talks about the difference between a job in the church and a ministry. We pick jobs to do. We can even create jobs for ourselves. Jobs are for us to gain something from like money, experience, advancement or even recognition. Anyone can be trained to do a job, but ministry, that’s something completely different.


Ministry is what Jesus has called us to do as Christians. It is part of our makeup, our DNA as a new creation in Christ. We serve others or do ministry because God calls us through Christ to love one another (those within the community of faith) and to love our neighbor (which is everyone). Ministry is not just something we do for ourselves in order to gain money, experience, advancement or recognition. Ministry is something we do for the kingdom of God in order to serve others.


When we do something in or outside of church, we have to ask the question, “Who am I doing this for, me or God?” What’s the motivation behind what we do? Is it Spirit led or ego led? Here’s what the email states:  “Some people have a JOB in church; others involve themselves in a Ministry. What’s the difference?”

· If you are doing it just because no one else will, it’s a JOB. If you are doing it to serve the Lord, it’s a MINISTRY.

· If you quit because somebody criticized you, it was a JOB. If you keep on serving, it’s a MINISTRY.

· If you’ll only do it as long as it does not interfere with your other activities, it’s a JOB. If you are committed to staying with it even when it means letting go of other things, it’s a MINISTRY.

· It’s hard to get excited about a JOB. It’s almost impossible not to be excited about a MINISTRY.

If our concern is success, it’s a JOB. If our concern is faithfulness, it’s a MINISTRY.

An average church is filled with people doing a JOB. A great and growing church is filled with people involved in MINISTRY.

How do you look at what you are doing here at Westwood, is it a JOB or a MINISTRY?

In His Grace,

Keith
