Keith’s Korner

           It’s not only flu season (believe me, I know it firsthand), but it’s also homecoming season for the majority of churches in our area. Many of us have grown up in or belonged to churches that celebrated homecoming each year. Often former pastors and staff were invited back as well as former members and it was covered dish with plenty to eat for everyone who attended.


This month I have been invited back to one of the churches in which I served some years ago. Their homecoming is always the second Sunday of October and it is connected to the bringing in of the harvest. This is a community that prospered and grew through tobacco farming. They always take up a special offering to commemorate the harvest and the blessings that God has given them through the year. They give back sacrificially to God out of what he has provided for them as a church, as families, and as a community.

I know we don’t have a homecoming celebration at Westwood, but many of us will attend them at churches throughout the state during this month. We can still celebrate each Sunday at Westwood during this month just like it’s homecoming by inviting friends, neighbors, inactive members, and strangers alike to attend worship and special events that we’ll be having at Westwood throughout the month of October.


We can invite them to come to our church home, and celebrate what God has done and is doing in the Body of Christ here at Westwood. We can make our guests feel warm, welcome, loved, and well, at home here with us. Every Sunday can be homecoming for us, and we can celebrate someone joining our congregation, someone coming to Christ, or just worshiping our God who loves us and is always waiting with open arms to welcome us home, no matter who we are or where we have been.

In His Grace,

Keith
